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Lord of 

the rings
Featuring a concentric mid/treble driver 
with a diff erence, ELAC’s Concentro 
range goes ‘compact’ with the S 503

On the tilt

Sound quality

What’s on show 
plentifully here 
is both swiftness 
and acceleration

F

ELAC
CONCENTRO S 503 £6,500 EXOTICA

 DETAILS

PRODUCT

ELAC Concentro 
S 503

ORIGIN

Germany

TYPE

3-way concentric-
driven standmount 
loudspeaker

WEIGHT

13kg

DIMENSIONS

(WxHxD)
225 x 400 x 372mm

FEATURES

 50mm stepX-JET 
dual-concentric 
driver with JET 
5c tweeter 

 180mm AS-XR 
mid/bass driver

 Quoted sensitivity: 
87dB/1W/1m

DISTRIBUTOR

Hi-Fi Network

WEBSITE

elac.com 
hifi-network.com
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Conclusion

The beguiling design 
makes it appear far 
slimmer than it 
actually is in reality

LIKE: Size; ability 
to tune off-axis 
response via DCR

DISLIKE: Nothing of 
note at the price

WE SAY: So splendid 
it sounds like a 
floorstander

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

EASE OF DRIVE

OVERALL

HOW IT 
COMPARES

Matching the 

Concentro S 503 for 

price is Raidho’s XT-1 

(HFC 433) with its 

planar/ribbon 

tweeter. Blessed 

with an exquisite 

midrange, it’s a little 

tougher to drive, 

less sensitive and 

has less bass 

impact, unlike 

the £7,500 KEF 

Reference 1 Meta, 

which offers punch 

and fine detail in 

equal measure. 

Then there’s Focal’s 

£5,000 Kanta No1 

(HFC 454), which 

we described as 

offering a “bouncy, 

musical and 

engaging sound” – 

it comes in a wide 

variety of colours 

too! Top of the 

standmount 

staircase must 

surely be the all-

alloy Magico A1 

(HFC 462) which, 

though very costly 

at £11,000, delivers 

a performance that 

puts many a slender 

floorstander to 

shame. If you are 

short on space but 

long on budget, you 

must hear the baby 

A series Magico! 

IN SIGHT

Where is it written that a loudspeaker 

driver must ‘pump’ an acoustical 

wavefront by moving axially, fore and 

aft? In actual practice most do, but 

there are other, more innovative ideas 

in existence for how a driver might 

otherwise displace the air around it. 

Just one such variation is the AMT (Air 

Motion Transformer), an increasingly 

popular alternative to the dome 

tweeter, although the technology 

could conceivably be expanded 

into low midrange and bass units. 

Patented by German engineer Dr 

Oskar Heil in 1973, the AMT uses a 

pleated, accordion-like substrate onto 

which is bonded an aluminium foil 

‘voice coil’. The polymer/alloy strip 

is bathed in a magnetic field so the 

applied signal current causes it to 

compress and expand along its length, 

squeezing the air out from its folds.

AMT drivers off er a resistive 

impedance, the potential of lower 

distortion and better power handling 

than an ‘equivalent’ dome tweeter, 

but the physical mounting and 

clamping of the AMT strip within its 

frame is absolutely critical in tackling 

resonances and otherwise managing 

the uniformity of its output. 

ELAC has long been a proponent 

of this technology with its JET tweeter, 

but we’ve seen quite a few other AMT 

refinements courtesy of the FinkTeam 

KIM, GoldenEar BRX, Scansonic 

M20 (HFC 474), Neat Acoustics 

Iota Xplorer (HFC 435), Monitor 

Audio PL500 II, not to mention 

the MartinLogan Motion 35XT.

JOINING THE JET SET

ELAC
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